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Solomon Islands National Forest 

Resource Assessment Update 2006

 Funded by AusAid

 Prepared by consultant, URS

 Two phases:  2003, 2006

 2003:

◦ 645,000 m3/yr harvesting rate

◦ Natural forest resource will run out 2015

◦ Planted and regrowth forests won’t make 

a significant contribution to woodflow 

until 2025
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Resource Assessment Update 2006

 Latest report, 1 November 2006

 1.2 million m3/yr harvesting rate

 36 potential logging sites outside of 

licence areas

◦ 10 more than 100 ha each

 Trend of applications for re-entry into 

old logging sites (too early)

 Conservative figures
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 Value of logging for economy

 Round logs generate 60-70% total 

foreign export earnings

 1 in 6 people in ‘formal employment’ 

estimated to be in logging industry

 In 2005, value of timber exports over 

SBD$500million
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Forests in Choiseul
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How much natural forest is left?
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Other potential sources of timber
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 Natural forests and the economy

 As at 2005, Govt received average of 

about SBD$130/m3 (between 25% and 

60% depending on log value)

 Landowners received about SBD 

$76/m3 (based on average 15% royalty)

 Total estimated national earnings, 

SBD$133 million/yr before remissions

 Predicted to decline rapidly after 2010
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 Some key points

 To maintain current native forest 

resource, Govt must cap at:

◦ 248,000 m3 / yr to 2050

◦ 353,000 m3 / yr from 2050

 This means Govt must 

◦ Place moratorium on harvesting

◦ Cancel licences where in breach

◦ Legislate for reform
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 Some key points

 Logging industry is ‘sunset industry’ 

predicted to end in SI by 2015

 Plantations ‘sunrise industry’

 Strong case for conservation



Thank you


